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Lynne Duddy
Pertonming “Dark Matter™ at Hpbome Shudio

llluminations pour
from ‘Dark Matter'

By INARA VERZIEMMIENS
THE QRFGONIAN
The title of Lynne Duddy's one-
wontan show is " Dark Matter,” and it
takes awhibe, sitting in the dimness, to
remlize the full impact of this play on
winds.

Duedely, a genile woman with a
whispery voice, is a professional story-
teller, and when she Invited me to see
heer show, [ wasn't sure what to expect.

Generally, we think of storytelling as
something that takes place in the hush
af librades ‘and involves enteraining
children.

Bur what I saw at Hipbone Soadio,
where Duddy performed under the
watchful gaze of walls of nude-figure
stuclies, was somesthing entirely differ-
eni. In fact, the nudes offered a fitting
backdrop in that much of whart fol
Iowexd was maw, tevealing, vilnenbe
One woman standing up in front of a
room. Holding the attengion of all
ihise strangers for an hour with noth-
g mone than her woice

The best stories ahways build showly,
bet vou think vou're hesded ooe way
bt then ubimately deliver you some-

where else entirely,

And at first T am thinking: OF, we're
petting a series of sweet stories here, A
chance encounter with & stranger in
the cemetery that seems to reaffinn
our belief in humanity the discovery
0f chark matter in the universe by sci
entist Vera Rubin; a nostalgic recollec-
ton of childhood; a weekend drive
that's really a funny story alsout getting
I,

But things tum. They get . . . darker.
Heavier. Almost unbearably honest.

And it’s interesting to think that all
this is taking place in a dark, sileni
moom. A woman sharing things that we
tend to freat as secrets.

Secretsare normally left 1o the dark.

We bose things in the dark.

Bt as yoo walk oat o your car
afterward, the stars wheeling overhead
in the infinite blackness, you realize
that maybe, sometimes, we find dthings
in the dark, too.

{armme Dalely’s “Diark Matter” muns 8
it Friday cnd Satwrday ot Hipbone
Strutin, 487 E Brermsude: $12




